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Peace Conference the Dominions were not merely Chapter
granted distinct representation on the same scale as    __1
that accorded to the minor powers, but they were per-
mitted to share in the deliberations of the British
delegation and to act upon it on the system of rotation,
thus preserving unity with distinction of parts within
the Empire. In the same way the League of Nations
Covenant accorded to the British Empire membership
of the League with a permanent seat on the Council,
but it also permitted the Dominions and India to
become members, and it was formally placed on record
that the Dominions were to be regarded as eligible for
membership of the Council in the same way as other
members of the League. At the time no doubt the
prospect of such election of a Dominion may have
seemed remote, but the increase in the number of
members of the Council facilitated the election of
Canada to a three years' term in 1927, and in 1930
the Irish Tree State succeeded to the vacancy arising
from the expiry of the Canadian tenure of membership.
It is clear that the Dominions thus obtained for all
League purposes a definite position as, for these matters
at least, States of International Law. The fact was
emphasised by the procedure followed from the first
by the Dominions. Their delegates to the League
Assembly, as later their representatives on the Council,
were accredited not by the King on the advice of the
British Government, but by the Governor-General of
each Dominion on the advice of the Dominion Govern-
ment. Nor did the representatives of the Dominions
accept any obligation even to consult the British repre-
sentatives; from the first they felt entitled to vote
against proposals accepted by the British Government,